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“Understand the rules of the money game.” 

 

Giving Back by Turning a Dream into Reality 

Darrick Bowens 

Darrick Bowens (http://www.colbertballtax-frederick.com/) was born and raised in Frederick, Maryland. 
He was heavily into sports as a youth and played basketball, football, and baseball throughout high 
school. He played basketball in college but ended up changing directions and has spent most of his 
career in the insurance, finance, and tax accounting fields. 

That change came when Darrick was in the military. He had his taxes done by someone and thought he 
was going to receive an $800 refund. Instead, he received a letter from the IRS stating that he owed 
$800. At that moment, he decided that he would do his own taxes from then on. He became a Colbert 
Ball franchisee and enjoys the support he gets from having a large corporation backing his business. 

 

Giving Back by Turning a Dream into Reality 

Darrick’s quote in his high school yearbook was that wanted to be a business owner. He’s always 
dreamed of being in business for himself, and it’s what led him to where he is today. Through his 
business, he has the ability to teach people how to understand the rules of the money game. He can 
help others to create wealth and create a legacy for their family.  

With his business, Darrick is also able to follow in his grandmother’s legacy of giving. His grandmother 
was someone who was known in their neighborhood for making biscuits and rolls on Sundays and 
handing them out to members of the community.  

For Darrick, the tax business not only has its own unique “season,” but also has its ebbs and flows just 
like any other business. One time, he had a client come in early in the season to have her taxes done. He 
realized that due the brace on her wrist that she was having health issues. She also admitted to him that 
she needed her tax refund to pay for medical expenses and that she and her fiancée were getting 
married at the courthouse because they couldn’t afford a wedding. 

Darrick was in the habit of giving away vacation vouchers to select clients and knew one had to go to 
her. By giving her a honeymoon, not only did it impact her life, but it impacted him as well. He states 
that when a day doesn’t go quite as expected, he refers back to that moment as a source of inspiration. 

 

Selling Yourself and Your Business 



Darrick cites the book Go-Givers Sell More by Bob Burg and John David Mann as one that he re-reads 
often. It reminds him that even though he’s providing a service, he still has to sell himself as well as his 
business. 

The book talks about the laws of influence, compensation, values, and authenticity. It also helps him to 
draw on his grandmother’s inspiration, which shows in his work with non-profits where he often gives 
presentations on financially-related material.  

 


